Natural Sources of Perfume
There are two categories of natural perfume sources--Plant and Animal.  The majority of natural perfume ingredients fall into the Plant category, and the number of these continues to grow as new plants are discovered in such places as the Amazon.  

The scents of the plant that are used in perfumes are found in the plant’s essential oils.  These oils can be found in different parts of different plants.  Essential oils can be found in the leaf, flower, root, bark, fruit, resin or wood parts of different plants.  For example, in patchouli, the oils are present in the leaves; in sandalwood they are in the wood; in the rose, they are in the flowers; and in frankincense, they are in the resin.    
Essential oils are extracted using several methods, including steam distillation, enfleurage, solvent extraction and expression.  Some of these methods can be very time-consuming and expensive.  

Plant materials come from just about every continent.  There are certain countries, however, that are major growers of these plants.  

	Country
	Plants

	India
	The majority of aromatic plants are grown here.  This country encompasses so many climate zones, which allows a wider variety of plants to be grown.  This is the only place where the sandalwood tree grows.  

	Grasse, France
	This region has a history of growing the majority of jasmine, rose and orange products.  This area is still regarded as the world center of the perfume industry and is home to several major fragrance houses.  

	Egypt
	A large portion of aromatic plants and flowers are grown here.  


The materials from animals that are used in perfumery are quite surprising.  I will only cover a few of the animals that supply these natural ingredients.  Several animals that fall into this category are now on the Endangered Species List, or most countries do not use them because the manner in which the scents are extracted from the animal is considered animal cruelty.   These are the major reasons that today most perfumes are made from synthetic aroma chemicals instead of using the original source.  

The MUSK DEER live in the wooded areas of Asia.  The male musk deer has what look like pods in their abdominal sacs.  These pods contain the musk, which attracts female musk deer.  This species of deer is solitary and only comes together to mate.  Unfortunately most male musk deer have been killed to obtain their musk, when this can be done without killing them.   They were placed on the Endangered Species List in 1979.  There are some small farms in Asia that raise musk deer and obtain the musk without killing the deer.  Musk is the most powerful and long-lasting scent found in nature and is used as a base in perfume.  Today China is the major supplier of musk.  
The CIVET is a cat-like animal, related to the mongoose, that lives in Africa and Indonesia.  It creates a substance called civetone that is stored in its perianal glands and mark’s the animal’s territory.  Historically these animals were kept in cages, where they would rub off the civetone on the iron bars, which would then be collected by workers.  There are still some places where the civetone is collected directly from the anal sacs.  Civetone is a horrid smell, similar to feces and urine, but it becomes pleasant after being diluted to a weak strength.  It is used as a base in perfumes; both Houbigant and Jovan launched Civet perfumes in the 1970’s.   Because the process used to obtain the civetone is considered animal cruelty, it is illegal to use in most of the world.  
AMBERGRIS is commonly known as “Amber.”  It was discovered by fisherman in the Indian Ocean.  They found clumps of a fatty-foamy substance floating on top of the water, which had a soft, sweet smell.  They finally determined that this substance was something regurgitated by the sperm whale.  Ambergris was secreted in the whale’s digestive tract to protect it from bony squid and other shellfish that it ate; and it was periodically regurgitated.   Mounds of ambergris up to 1,000 pounds have been harvested.  It is dried and then processed.  It is still sold today, but most amber perfumes today are obtained from synthetic aroma chemicals.  

Today’s perfumes consist mostly of synthetic aroma chemicals that are made of petrochemicals.   These chemicals mimic just about every scent facet of thousands of plants.  These synthetics are popular for several reasons:

· They are less expensive to manufacture than obtaining natural ingredients.
· They retain their scent for a longer period of time than most natural ingredients.

· They offer the perfumer a much larger pallet of scents to create more fragrances.

· Some natural ingredients are illegal to use.  

Although most of today’s perfumes are made from synthetic aroma chemicals, there is a resurgence in the desire for perfumes made from natural ingredients.  










